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The Ambush

There is no clear scientific evidence that increased outdoor lighting deters crimes. It may

make us feel safer, but has not been shown to make us safer.

A 2015 study published in the Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health found that

streetlights don’t prevent accidents or crime, but do cost a lot of money. The researchers
looked at data on road traffic collisions and crime in 62 local authorities in England and
Wales and found that lighting had no effect, whether authorities had turned them off
completely, dimmed them, turned them off at certain hours, or substituted low-power LED
lamps.
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reduce street lighting saving both costs and energy ... without necessarily impacting

negatively upon road traffic collisions and crime.”

According to a 2011 study of London street lighting and crime, there is no good evidence that

increased lighting reduces total crime.” A 1997 National Institute of Justice study concluded,

“We can have very little confidence that improved lighting prevents crime.”

The truth is bad outdoor lighting can decrease safety by making victims and property easier

to see. A Chicago Alley Lighting Project showed a correlation between brightly lit alleyways

and increased crime.

In fact, most property crime occurs in the light
of the day. And some crimes like vandalism

and graffiti actually thrive on night lighting.

A dark sky does not necessarily mean a dark

ground. Smart lighting that directs light where
it is needed creates a balance between safety
and starlight.

Brighter Does Not Mean Safer:

According to a 2012 report of the American

. L. “ . . Glare from bright, unshielded lights actually decreases safety.
Medical Association, “Glare from nighttime Photo by Jim Richardson.

lighting can create hazards ranging from
discomfort to frank visual disability.”

Outdoor lighting is intended to enhance safety and security at night, but too much lighting
can actually have the opposite effect. Visibility should always be the goal. Glare from bright,
unshielded lights actually decreases safety because it shines into our eyes and constricts our
pupils. This can not only be blinding, it also makes it more difficult for our eyes to adjust to

low-light conditions.

In This Section V¥

Light Pollution

Wildlife And Ecosystems

http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/lighting-crime-and-safety/ 2/5


https://www.ncjrs.gov/works/
http://www.darksky.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Chicago-Alley-Lighting-Project.pdf
http://www.atmob.org/library/resources/AMA%20Health%20Effects%20Light%20at%20Night.pdf
http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/
http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/wildlife/
https://idsa.z2systems.com/donation.jsp
https://idsa.z2systems.com/np/clients/idsa/membershipJoin.jsp
https://idsa.z2systems.com/np/clients/idsa/login.jsp
http://www.darksky.org/

2/6/2018

Lighting, Crime and Safety

Home Renew Join Donate

Lighting, Crime And Safety

Night Sky Heritage

Human Health

Measuring Light Pollution

Research

Get Involved

Recent Posts Light Pollution

Five Years of Satellite Images Show Global Light Pollution Increasing at a
Rate of Two Percent Per Year
November 22, 2017

Bird Migration Dramatically Altered by High-intensity Urban Light
Installation
October 18, 2017

Nobel Prize Awarded for Discovery of Molecular Mechanisms Controlling
the Circadian Rhythm

October 2, 2017

LEDs In Your Community Webinar

September 5, 2017

Be a citizen-scientist: measure the darkness of a total solar eclipsed sky!
August 17,2017

Recent Posts Wildlife

http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/lighting-crime-and-safety/ 3/5


http://www.darksky.org/five-years-of-satellite-images-show-global-light-pollution-increasing-at-a-rate-of-two-percent-per-year/
http://www.darksky.org/five-years-of-satellite-images-show-global-light-pollution-increasing-at-a-rate-of-two-percent-per-year/
http://www.darksky.org/bird-migration-dramatically-altered-by-high-intensity-urban-light-installation/
http://www.darksky.org/bird-migration-dramatically-altered-by-high-intensity-urban-light-installation/
http://www.darksky.org/nobel-prize-awarded-for-discovery-of-molecular-mechanisms-controlling-the-circadian-rhythm/
http://www.darksky.org/nobel-prize-awarded-for-discovery-of-molecular-mechanisms-controlling-the-circadian-rhythm/
http://www.darksky.org/leds-in-your-community-webinar/
http://www.darksky.org/leds-in-your-community-webinar/
http://www.darksky.org/be-a-citizen-scientist-measure-the-darkness-of-a-total-solar-eclipsed-sky/
http://www.darksky.org/be-a-citizen-scientist-measure-the-darkness-of-a-total-solar-eclipsed-sky/
http://www.darksky.org/bird-migration-dramatically-altered-by-high-intensity-urban-light-installation/
http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/energy-waste/
http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/lighting-crime-and-safety/
http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/night-sky-heritage/
http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/human-health/
http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/measuring-light-pollution/
http://www.darksky.org/refbase/
http://www.darksky.org/get-involved/
https://idsa.z2systems.com/donation.jsp
https://idsa.z2systems.com/np/clients/idsa/membershipJoin.jsp
https://idsa.z2systems.com/np/clients/idsa/login.jsp
http://www.darksky.org/

2/6/2018 Lighting, Crime and Safety

October 18, 2017

the Circadian Rhythm

October 2, 2017

August 7, 2017

July 26, 2017

July 21,2017

We can’t do it

Fireflies Need the Dark to Talk with Light

Lights at Night Turn Nocturnal Pollinators Off

“All Living Things on Earth Need and Deserve a Night Sky”

without YOU!

Learn how you can help. (3

Contact Us International Dark Light Pollution
Who We Are Sky Places Find Dark Sky
Our Work Fixture Seal of Lighting
Success Stories Approval Lighting Basics

Parks and Protected = My Neighbor’s

http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/lighting-crime-and-safety/

Join IDA

Donate

Other Ways to Give
Do Something Now

Nobel Prize Awarded for Discovery of Molecular Mechanisms Controlling

FAQs

Losing the Dark
Publications
Materials for

Educators

4/5


http://www.darksky.org/contact/
http://www.darksky.org/about/
http://www.darksky.org/our-work/
http://www.darksky.org/about/success-stories/
http://www.darksky.org/idsp/
http://www.darksky.org/fsa/
http://www.darksky.org/our-work/parks-and-protected-areas/
http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/
http://www.darksky.org/fsa/fsa-products/
http://www.darksky.org/lighting/lighting-basics/
http://www.darksky.org/lighting/my-neighbors-lighting/
https://idsa.z2systems.com/np/clients/idsa/membershipJoin.jsp
https://idsa.z2systems.com/donation.jsp
http://www.darksky.org/ways-to-give/
http://www.darksky.org/get-involved/
http://www.darksky.org/resources/faq/
http://www.darksky.org/resources/losing-the-dark/
http://www.darksky.org/resources/ida-publications/
http://www.darksky.org/resources/educators/
http://www.darksky.org/bird-migration-dramatically-altered-by-high-intensity-urban-light-installation/
http://www.darksky.org/bird-migration-dramatically-altered-by-high-intensity-urban-light-installation/
http://www.darksky.org/nobel-prize-awarded-for-discovery-of-molecular-mechanisms-controlling-the-circadian-rhythm/
http://www.darksky.org/nobel-prize-awarded-for-discovery-of-molecular-mechanisms-controlling-the-circadian-rhythm/
http://www.darksky.org/lights-at-night-turn-nocturnal-pollinators-off/
http://www.darksky.org/lights-at-night-turn-nocturnal-pollinators-off/
http://www.darksky.org/fireflies-need-the-dark-to-talk-with-light/
http://www.darksky.org/fireflies-need-the-dark-to-talk-with-light/
http://www.darksky.org/all-living-things-on-earth-need-and-deserve-a-night-sky/
http://www.darksky.org/all-living-things-on-earth-need-and-deserve-a-night-sky/
http://www.darksky.org/get-involved/
https://idsa.z2systems.com/donation.jsp
https://idsa.z2systems.com/np/clients/idsa/membershipJoin.jsp
https://idsa.z2systems.com/np/clients/idsa/login.jsp
http://www.darksky.org/

2/6/2018 Lighting, Crime and Safety

1 1UO0 1I\WwiIvaouvo vva 1Tuiuv

LiIyYliuny wiviidiiveo —VvuUlilo Iviaws I iaro

Conservation LED Practical Guide Find a Dark Sky

Education and Place

QOutreach

http://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/lighting-crime-and-safety/ 5/5


http://www.darksky.org/about/funding/
http://www.darksky.org/category/press-release/
http://www.darksky.org/our-work/parks-and-protected-areas/
http://www.darksky.org/our-work/sea-turtle-conservation/
http://www.darksky.org/our-work/education-and-outreach/
http://www.darksky.org/lighting/my-neighbors-lighting/
http://www.darksky.org/lighting/lighting-ordinances/
http://www.darksky.org/lighting/led-practical-guide/
http://www.darksky.org/about/chapters/
http://www.darksky.org/events/
http://www.darksky.org/resources/public-outreach-materials/
http://www.darksky.org/idsp/finder/
http://www.darksky.org/ida-privacy-policy
http://www.darksky.org/about/terms-of-use/
http://www.darksky.org/about/careers/
http://www.darksky.org/contact
https://idsa.z2systems.com/donation.jsp
https://idsa.z2systems.com/np/clients/idsa/membershipJoin.jsp
https://idsa.z2systems.com/np/clients/idsa/login.jsp
http://www.darksky.org/

